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PRESS RELEASE  for immediate release
Nuclear Power – a backward step says recently appointed government advisers.

As Government officials start their analysis of the two thousand or so responses to their Energy Review consultation,  a Public /Private Partnership appointed only last week to advise Government on delivery of their energy policy, has warned that that there should be no move away from the priorities emphasized in the Government's own Energy White Paper of November 2003.

The Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership  (CSEP) has hastened to remind  those Ministers and officials assessing the Review responses that the White Paper particularly states that 'the cheapest, cleanest and safest way of addressing energy policy objectives is to use less energy' and through ‘the development of renewable energy technologies’. 

Both the Government’s own Performance and Innovations Unit (created by 
Tony Blair in order to prepare the 2003 White Paper) and the Interdepartmental Analysis Group (IAG) forecasted that nuclear will be the most expensive form of low carbon generation. There is also concern that, considering the long lifetime of nuclear plant, and the high degree of commercial risk, there can be no guarantee that the cost of decommissioning future nuclear plant will not fall on the tax payer. The decommissioning of any future nuclear power stations would be very expensive and unsustainable, with resource limitations. 
The Partnership have joined the many other respondents who believe that the high cost would be more sustainably utilized by placing the same investment in cohesive energy efficiency programmes and into currently proven and new renewable energy generation technologies. 
Referring to appearance of a DTI minister at a meeting of the Parliamentary Environmental Audit Committee  the CSEP Director, Tim German says:

 ‘We are pleased to note the Government Minister Alan Johnson does not regard the nuclear option to be a renewable option. Our principal concern, however, is that the huge cost of nuclear powered electricity generation should not affect negatively the need to increase investment in renewables and energy efficiency’.
In their own response to the Review the Partnership notes the ‘Government’s concern about a lack of skills and training for the nuclear industry’, but expresses surprise that similar concerns for the renewable energy industry are not mentioned in their Review document.
With the ending of the consultation period (Friday 14th April) there has been a plethora of media coverage by energy experts and reports from NGOs etc many of whom believe the Government and its Energy Minister Malcolm Wicks have already made the decision to ‘go nuclear’.
Only last week the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership received news from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister that they will be funded by the Government to advise on how best to align their energy policies across the various government departments that currently define national energy policy.

Over the next two years the Partnership will work with officials in DTI, DEFRA, ODPM and DfT before presenting a report to ministers from each department.

‘In our response to the Energy Review we suggested a single Government Department for Energy and Climate Change’ continues Tim German. 

‘Whether or not this is likely to happen there is no doubt that the ability of local agencies and councils to deliver a cohesive approach to energy strategy is seriously diminished by a lack of national cohesion and direction. We will use the next two years to advise Government on how they can improve not only their own interdepartmental approach to energy but also to achieve a greater understanding of how they can  assist increased  local energy efficiency and renewable energy uptake’.
 










Ends

 Notes to editors re CSEP:
· The Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (founded in 2001), is a consortium of 72 organisations from the public, private and health sectors that are committed to a multi sector approach to a sustainable energy future for Cornwall.  It is the first partnership of its kind in the UK and is providing a model for other parts of the UK. www.csep.co.uk
· All eight local authorities in CSEP were awarded the highest accolade of Beacon Council Status by the Government in 2005. 

· CSEP is managed by Community Energy Plus which was awarded the International Ashden Award in 2005.

· Details about CSEP can be found on its website www.csep.co.uk 
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