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PRESS RELEASE 

Monday 17th July 2006
For Immediate Release
Solar Power Play Time for Cornish Nursery

A nursery school near Camborne has become the first in the county to incorporate renewable energy into play time.

The Little Acorns Nursery School in Barriper has installed an interactive numerical game in their playground that is powered by a 50w solar panel.  Children are encouraged to jump on cushioned mats which are numbered 1 to 9 with sensors underneath which triggers off numbered lights in unit connected to the solar panel.

The aim of the project is to improve children’s counting and colour skills whilst introducing them to the concept of renewable energy and energy for the sun.
Group Leader at Little Acorns Nursery School, Shelly James said, “We are delighted that the solar project is up and running.  We use it all the time in little groups and it’s a great way on introducing energy to the younger children.

“The design is to help with their number recognition and matching the different coloured lights to the numbers. The older children from the primary school next door also get to benefit from it.  The kids love it and they get to learn through play.”

The installation and grant funding of the solar powered number game was all thanks to the hard work of local energy charity, Community Energy Plus (CEP).  Community Energy plus are dedicated to fighting fuel poverty and climate change by encouraging the reduction of energy use and promoting sustainable energy practices.  

The unique adaptation of renewable energy in a nursery school setting was the brain-child of CEP’s Community Outreach Team member Neil Farrington. 

Commenting on the model Neil said, “This is a great way to promote renewable energy to the younger generation and to parents.  They have the opportunity to learn first-hand about renewable energy at work in an every day setting.”

For more information on this project, renewable energy technologies or how to increase the energy efficiency of your home, please call CEP and the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre free on 0800 512 012.
-ENDS

Notes to editors

PHOTO AVAILABLE

· Community Energy Plus (CEP) is a registered charity (Number 1068990) and profit-recycling company. Established in 1998 with financial support from Carrick District Council, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Health Authority and the Energy Saving Trust.  CEP manages the international award-winning* Home Health project which was developed by the 72 members of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.
· CEP, the lead partner of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (founded in 2001), is a consortium of 72 organisations from the public, private and health sectors that are committed to a multi sector approach to a sustainable energy future for Cornwall.  It is the first partnership of its kind in the UK and is providing a model for other parts of the UK. www.csep.co.uk
· CEP manages the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre supported by the Energy Saving Trust (EST) and the County and District Authorities of Cornwall.  It is one of 52 independent centres across the UK, providing free, impartial and locally relevant advice to households.  Please call free on 0800 512012. 

· * On the 30th June 2005, Community Energy Plus was recognised by the prestigious international Ashden Awards in the UK Energy Efficiency category for its Home Health project, which has installed nearly three and a half thousand energy efficient measures into Cornish homes.
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