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Buyers prefer energy efficient homes
High energy prices are convincing homes buyers that it’s essential to buy energy efficient houses.

A survey carried out by Yorkshire Bank has found that one in four home-buyers, and one in three first-time buyers, would not buy a property if it was energy inefficient.

Cornish energy charity, Community Energy Plus (CEP) believes high wholesale prices in recent years have had a knock on effect for household prices.
“Energy providers have had to raise their prices considerably over the last few years,” says Jerry Board, Operations Team Manager for CEP.  “Combined with increases in Council Tax, people are finding that the running costs of their homes are taking up a greater proportion of their disposable income and in vulnerable households, outstripping them.  It is not surprising that home buyers are now more conscious than ever of potential energy bills. ”
The latest announcement in prices has brought the average home energy bill in the UK close to £1,000.  

A house that has energy efficient measures may not sell for any more than an equivalent house with none, but it will be harder to sell in today’s market.

The Government has introduced tougher energy efficiency requirements for new build homes, which will make their energy bills cheaper, but that does not help the majority of buyers or sellers who are dealing with the existing housing stock.

Community Energy Plus, provides free and impartial advice on grants that are available to help insulate and heat your home.  Advisors can also give information on everyday measures to reduce your home energy bills like replacing your light bulbs with energy saving ones and turning your TV off ‘Stand-by’ when not in use.

For more information, call free on 0800 512012.
-ENDS-
Notes to editors

· Community Energy Plus (CEP) is a registered charity (Number 1068990) and profit-recycling company. Established in 1998 with financial support from Carrick District Council, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Health Authority and the Energy Saving Trust.  CEP manages the international award-winning* Home Health project which was developed by the 72 members of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.
· CEP, the lead partner of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (founded in 2001), is a consortium of 72 organisations from the public, private and health sectors that are committed to a multi sector approach to a sustainable energy future for Cornwall.  It is the first partnership of its kind in the UK and is providing a model for other parts of the UK. www.csep.co.uk
· CEP manages the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre supported by Energy Savings Trust (EST), the County and District Authorities of Cornwall.  It is one of 52 independent centres across the UK, providing free, impartial and locally relevant advice to households.  Please call free on 0800 512012. 

· EDF Energy supplies 5 million residential gas and electricity customers and major business customers through its regional retail brands SWEB Energy, Seeboard Energy and London Energy and its new retail brand, EDF Energy. The company also accounts for over a quarter of the UK’s electricity distribution.

· * On the 30th June 2005, Community Energy Plus was recognised by the prestigious international Ashden Awards in the UK Energy Efficiency category for its Home Health project, which has installed nearly three and a half thousand energy efficient measures into Cornish homes.
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Community Energy Plus is a registered charity and profit-recycling company which hosts the Cornwall Energy Advice Centre and the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.








