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Micro green energy boost for Cornwall
At a time when energy prices are at an all time high, Cornwall will be one of the first counties in the UK to develop an integrated programme of projects and support services to increase the take up of small scale renewable energy technologies.
Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (CSEP) has been successful in achieving the support of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) for a Local Area Agreement (LAA) ‘stretch target’ to increase the micro-generation of electricity and heat in homes and community buildings across Cornwall.  
The Energy Outcome, part of Cornwall’s three year agreement with central government, sets a stretching target of installing 1072kW of new installed capacity (190 new micro-renewable installations) in Cornwall between April 2006 and March 2009. If this target is achieved it will bring £1 million reward funding into Cornwall for further sustainable energy work from 2009. 
The stretch target is referred to as the Renewable Energy Local Industry Enterprise – (REALISE) target in the LAA submission.  As well as saving carbon and reducing energy bills, one of the key aims is that it will help to realise the development and growth of a thriving renewable energy business cluster in Cornwall. CSEP aims to build on the county’s track record for energy innovation to achieve national and international recognition for Cornwall as THE knowledge economy for sustainable energy technologies and practice.  
Adam Paynter, the County Council's Executive Member for Environment and Heritage said "I am delighted that Cornwall has been successful in achieving Government approval for its exciting programme to develop alternative heating and electricity for households and buildings in the county". 

 "We are surrounded by natural forms of energy which can be harnessed to power our vehicles, homes and business.  Cornwall already has a worldwide reputation in leading developments in renewable energy and this programme will help us build on this work".
The Partnership will lead delivery of the REALISE stretch target in partnership with the seven local authorities of Cornwall, housing associations, developers, architects, regeneration leaders, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Economic Forum, CUC, regional agencies, community groups and renewable energy technology providers. 

The target will be met by encouraging the installation of micro-renewables in social housing, new housing developments and community buildings. CSEP will work with planners and organise a series of seminars and events.  A Renewable Energy Technical Officer post is currently being advertised to provide free advice and support on renewable technologies.  Advice on grants for renewable energy is currently available from Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre on 0800 512012 with an enhanced advice service available in the summer. In addition, a number of micro-renewable energy technologies will be on display at the CSEP stand at the 2006 Royal Cornwall Show.
Evidence will need to be collected of technologies installed during the three year LAA period. Householders and community groups can help by letting CSEP know if they have installed a renewable technology on their home or a local community building.

Micro-generation technologies produce heat and power on a small scale from a zero carbon or low carbon source. These can include ground source heat pumps, solar panels, micro wind, micro hydro and automated wood fuel heating systems. 

Tim German, Director of CSEP says:

“The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has set Cornwall a challenge that I believe it can and will meet. It is essential that we maximise every opportunity to generate our own electricity and heat. More and more people in our communities are being appallingly affected by high electricity and gas prices. Recent Energy Saving Trust research demonstrates that older people in particular are very worried about their ability to continue to heat their homes and boil a kettle.  Micro-generation can offer the best and most sustainable answer to the needs of such individuals.”
Since the launch of the Energy Strategy for Cornwall in 2004, the development of micro-generation has become an increasingly important focus of the Partnership. Cornwall has an important cluster of micro-generation businesses, such as GeoScience and Kensa Engineering in Falmouth. 

Tim German continues:

“We aim to ensure that the increase in local installation will support the potential for businesses to grow and prosper. It’s more efficient to generate energy directly where it’s needed to reduce distribution losses”.
The Government’s fuel poverty strategy recognises the role that micro-generation could play in reducing fuel poverty, especially in ‘hard to treat’ homes where insulation isn’t possible.  Micro-generation is a means by which individuals and communities can be engaged in this issue and empowered to play their part.

-ENDS-

Statistics supporting the need for the LAA

Economic impact: 
· It has been estimated that the UK renewables market will be worth £15-£19 billion by 2020. 10 FTE jobs are sustained for every MW of installed capacity (Renewables Advisory Board, 2003). 
· 60% of future human resource requirements in the sector would come from recruitment and 21% from training unskilled staff. 
· 98% of Cornwall’s £579 million energy bill left the local economy in 2002 (around 14% of the GDP).

Knowledge Economy: 

· The first wind turbine was constructed in Redruth in 1892 and the UK’s first commercial wind farm opened in Delabole in 1991. 

· Camborne School of Mines led the world on the development of hot rocks (geothermal) projects. 

· The use of heat pumps in social housing and in combination with other renewable technologies was pioneered in Cornwall. 

· Duchy College in Camborne pioneered the use of Miscanthus for biomass heating.

· Combined Universities in Cornwall launched the UK’s second renewable energy degree and foundation degree programmes in 2003. Commercially available technologies and expertise in Cornwall currently includes heat pumps, solar thermal, solar PV and wind.
Security of Supply: 
· Micro-generation can protect security and continuity of energy supplies by taking pressure from the grid at peak hours. If half the homes in Britain installed 1kW micro CHP or micro wind this would provide as much winter generating capacity as all of our nuclear power stations put together  (Microgeneration Power for the People’ - Micropower Council, May 2005).

-NOTES TO EDITORS-
· Community Energy Plus (CEP) is a registered charity (Number 1068990) and profit-recycling company. Established in 1998 with financial support from Carrick District Council, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Health Authority and the Energy Saving Trust.  CEP manages the international award-winning* Home Health project which was developed by the 72 members of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.

· CEP, the lead partner of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (founded in 2001), is a consortium of 72 organisations from the public, private and health sectors that are committed to a multi sector approach to a sustainable energy future for Cornwall.  It is the first partnership of its kind in the UK and is providing a model for other parts of the UK. www.csep.co.uk

· CEP manages the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre supported by the Energy Saving Trust (EST) and the County and District Authorities of Cornwall.  It is one of 52 independent centres across the UK, providing free, impartial and locally relevant advice to households.  Please call free on 0800 512012. 

· CSEP LAA web page: http://www.csep.co.uk/page60g.html 
· * On the 30th June 2005, Community Energy Plus was recognised by the prestigious international Ashden Awards in the UK Energy Efficiency category for its Home Health project, which has installed nearly three and a half thousand energy efficient measures into Cornish homes.
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