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PRESS RELEASE 

Tuesday 28th March 2006

For Immediate Release
GREEN HOMES ARE HOT PROPERTY

Cornish energy charity Community Energy Plus welcomes a report released today people in the South west are willing to pay more for properties with energy efficiency measures compared to those without.

The report by The Energy Saving Trust released reveals that 72% of people in the South West believe that homes boasting energy saving features are worth paying more money for, with 40% willing to pay an additional £5,000 - £10,000* for a green home built to high environmental standards.

Community Energy Plus, that manages the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre which is funded by The Energy Saving Trust, believes that homes with features such as sufficient levels of insulation, double-glazing and energy efficient boilers will be more attractive to buyers, and could possibly sell quicker. 

Research shows that the 56% of home sellers in the South West who are focussing their attentions on quick wins such as applying a lick of paint, or adding a few scatter cushions might be missing a trick, compared to just 28% who would consider improving the energy efficiency of their homes before putting it on the market.

Old, clapped out boilers, single glazed windows and insufficient insulation would sway more than two thirds  (61%) of home buyers against a purchase, compared to just 6% who would be put off by the décor, 11% by overgrown gardens and just 8% by the tidiness of the property.

Julia Tibbett of Community Energy Plus says the results signify a positive shift in consumer demand and awareness of the need for increased energy efficiency.

“With our homes responsible for over a quarter of the UK’s total CO2 emissions, it is essential to increase their energy efficiency. This increase in demand for environmentally friendly homes will hopefully inspire more homeowners to make important improvements, not only to make their homes more comfortable and less costly to run, but also to pass on these benefits to potential buyers.”

For more information on grants that are available to households in Cornwall to help with costs for energy efficiency measures, please call the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre free on 0800 512012 or visit www.est.org.uk/hiddenvalue .
-Ends-
For further information please contact:

· Daniela Pinto or Trisha Routledge, Consolidated Communications, 020-7287 2087/ est@consol.co.uk
· Abigail Gibson, Energy Saving Trust, 020 7227 0398 / abigail.gibson@est.org.uk
· Jasmine Reilly, Community Energy Plus, 01209 614 974 /  jasmine@cep.org.uk
Notes to editors

· * Statistic sourced from consumer research commissioned by the Energy Saving Trust and carried out by Ipsos Mori.  Ipsos conducted interviews throughout the UK amongst a representative sample of approximately 980 adults ages 18+ between 6 - 12th January  2006
· Statistics sourced from consumer research commissioned by the Energy Saving Trust and carried out by ICM.  ICM interviewed a random sample of 1041 adults aged 18+ by telephone between 2 – 5th February 2006

· Definition of a green home – a home which encompasses a large number of small energy efficient measures such as draught proofing, larger measures such as cavity wall or loft insulation and can include renewable energy such as solar panelling. 
· Community Energy Plus (CEP) is a registered charity (Number 1068990) and profit-recycling company. Established in 1998 with financial support from Carrick District Council, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Health Authority and the Energy Saving Trust.  CEP manages the international award-winning* Home Health project which was developed by the 72 members of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.

· CEP manages the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre supported by the Energy Saving Trust (EST) and the County and District Authorities of Cornwall.  It is one of 52 independent centres across the UK, providing free, impartial and locally relevant advice to households.  Please call free on 0800 512012. 

·  *On the 30th June 2005, Community Energy Plus was recognised by the prestigious international Ashden Awards in the UK Energy Efficiency category for its Home Health project, which has installed nearly three and a half thousand energy efficient measures into Cornish homes.

· The Energy Saving Trust was set up by the UK Government after the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and is one of the UK’s leading organisations addressing the damaging affects of climate change.  It aims to cut carbon dioxide emissions by promoting the sustainable and efficient use of energy.  The Energy Saving Trust is a non-profit organisation funded by government and the private sector.

Community Energy Plus is a registered charity and profit-recycling company which hosts the Cornwall Energy Advice Centre and the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.








