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PRESS RELEASE 

Monday 9th January 2005
Embargoed until Wednesday 11th January 2005

Mullion residential home receives a warm New Year welcome
Elderly residents of a residential home in Mullion are today having over £700 worth of free loft insulation fitted thanks to a Cornish energy charity, Community Energy Plus.

Community Energy Plus (CEP) have been able to fit Abbeyfield residential home with insulation thanks to their international award winning scheme, Home Health.

Home Health, sponsored by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund and the Single Regeneration Budget, install energy efficient measures into homes.  The home health scheme is designed to help vulnerable people in Cornwall by making their homes warmer and cheaper to heat. 
Ian Hamilton, Chairman of Abbeyfield Homes said, “The elderly residents here are quite static and need to be warm to ensure good health.  The temperature needs to be a constant couple of degrees warmer than most average households.  The building has eight bedrooms, two living areas and the housekeeper’s self-contained flat, so it’s a big house to heat.  The loft insulation will help us to reduce our fuel bills and intern help save our residents money.”

The scheme is also designed to fight climate change by helping to reduce carbon emissions that are responsible for global warming from the reduction in household energy consumption.

Abbeyfield resident Sofie said, “I’m the longest serving resident I have been here for nine years and it’s just lovely.  It is a very friendly and caring community.  We are very pleased to have the extra insulation as it keeps us warmer, it’s really useful.  I had it in my home before when I lived in Scotland and it makes a real difference.”

Speaking on behalf of CEP, Jerry Board, Operations Team Manager said “I am delighted that the residents at Abbeyfield are able to benefit from the scheme.  It is very important to us to make sure that the people who can get the most out of our help are receiving it.  We are fortunate to have the financial backing from both private and public organisations to deliver our successful programmes.”

For more information on how to make your home more energy efficient, or to find out if you are eligible for one of our many grants, please call the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre on 0800 512 012.
- ENDS -

Notes for Editors

· Photo opportunity – We would be most delighted if you could attend at 10am on Wednesday 11th January at Melvin House – Abbeyfield Residential Home, Nansmelloyon Road, Mullion, Helston, TR12 7EE - 01326 240 703.
The Chairman of Abbeyfield Homes, Ian Hamilton, along with residents will be available for questions.

· Community Energy Plus (CEP) is a registered charity (Number 1068990) and profit-recycling company. Established in 1998 with financial support from Carrick District Council, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Health Authority and the Energy Saving Trust.  CEP manages the international award-winning* Home Health project which was developed by the 72 members of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership.
· CEP, the lead partner of the Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (founded in 2001), is a consortium of 72 organisations from the public, private and health sectors that are committed to a multi sector approach to a sustainable energy future for Cornwall.  It is the first partnership of its kind in the UK and is providing a model for other parts of the UK. www.csep.co.uk
· CEP manages the Cornwall Energy Efficiency Advice Centre supported by Energy Savings Trust (EST), the County and District Authorities of Cornwall.  It is one of 52 independent centres across the UK, providing free, impartial and locally relevant advice to households and businesses.  Households and businesses can all call free on 0800 512012. 

· EDF Energy supplies 5 million residential gas and electricity customers and major business customers through its regional retail brands SWEB Energy, Seeboard Energy and London Energy and its new retail brand, EDF Energy. The company also accounts for over a quarter of the UK’s electricity distribution.

· * On the 30th June 2005, Community Energy Plus was recognised by the prestigious international Ashden Awards in the UK Energy Efficiency category for its Home Health project, which has installed nearly three and a half thousand energy efficient measures into Cornish homes.
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